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"The face of a golden retriever

feels like home.”
-

Dav id Ro sen felt

Dearest GRRoM Friends & Supporters,
We think it safe to say that every golden lover will want to add David Rosenfelt’s hilarious book, Dogtripping to their
wish list. Rosenfelt and his wife, along with their 25 rescue dogs, 11 volunteers and 3 RV’s travel cross country from
California to their new home in Maine. Be prepared to laugh and cry and also be reassured that we’re not the only
ones who would do just about anything for our precious goldens.
In the past 12 months, GRRoM took in 26 Goldens, found loving homes for 19 of them and continues to support 12
goldens in retirement/hospice care. GRRoM remains committed to helping all the Goldens we possibly can... the
adoptable ones, the sick and old ones, the misbehaving ones and those needing extensive medical care. This year,
our financial challenges included paying for specialized surgeries, treating unusual medical conditions and providing
extensive rehabilitation. When reading Rodney’s and Maddie’s stories below and of course Rosie’s story earlier in
the year, we are grateful for GRRoM and proud to support this organization. As our stories illustrate, GRRoM
believes we owe it to each Golden we bring into rescue to heal them, show them kindness and affection, and find a
devoted family who will love and treat them with the dignity they deserve for the rest of their lives.

RODNEY came to GRROM in December 2016 with a number of medical concerns including obesity
and neurological issues in his rear legs. Since then, he has made remarkable progress losing over 30
pounds and gaining strength and endurance. In April 2018, Rodney had a major setback. While
walking back from the mailbox, he started limping. A trip to the doctor confirmed that he had torn
his ACL. While an ACL injury and the subsequent repair are fairly common, Rodney’s journey has
been anything but “common.” On May 10th Rodney had TPLO surgery to repair the injury. This
involved the installation of pins and a plate to support the joint. Within the first two weeks of the
surgery, Rodney developed his first infection, then another, then another. The last infection required
an overnight stay at the emergency veterinary hospital. After several x-rays and tests, the doctors determined that the
TPLO had failed. GRROM changed its tactic and took Rodney to see a
specialist in Orthopedic Surgery. He recommended a three-step approach to
address the problem: removal of the metal screws and plate, installation of an
external fixator and then another repair of the ACL using a different method
of stabilization. Early in November, the fixator was removed and Rodney’s
ACL was again repaired. We are delighted to report that this time we are
seeing very different results. Rodney continues to improve every day and we
are hopeful for a full recovery. His resilience is remarkable. (Story condensed
from original by Rodney’s foster Mom, Mardy)
Rodney’s right leg is in a cast and he has a drain
tube. (His left leg is tucked underneath him.)

MADDIE, a 3-year old Golden Retriever, has had a really tough year: 13 pups early in 2018, sold on
Craig’s list in March, then surrendered to GRRoM 1 week later due to multiple medical problems,
including mastitis, (mammary gland infection), ear infections, 3 kinds of worms (fortunately not heartworm) and a UTI. Thankfully, her first foster took care if these issues. In April, her second foster
noticed a mottled, distended abdomen and lethargy and took her to her vet. Maddie was diagnosed
with an immune-mediated disease - a condition that occurs when the immune system abnormally
attacks the central nervous system. She was also diagnosed with thrombocytopenia - a condition
where blood platelets become too low. She was hospitalized and received a blood transfusion and an
abdominal ultrasound showing lymphadenopathy – a disease of the lymph nodes, causing them to be
inflamed. She was put on very expensive immunosuppressant meds, along with Prednisone. In June, I
became Maddie’s 3rd foster mom. At that time she was extremely lethargic, needing a cool surface to
lay on, tons of water and bathroom breaks. She just laid around all the time, head bowed, no eye contact and no interest in the
squirrels, bunnies or deer in our yard. Several vets were stumped as to the cause of her lethargy, requiring
an Internal Medicine consultation. An abdominal ultrasound and a thyroid panel were repeated, but didn’t
show anything new. Since Maddie was borderline hypothyroid she was put on thyroxin. She was also
prescribed a broad spectrum antibiotic due to a secondary staph infection. After the second broad
spectrum antibiotic was ineffective, further testing showed that she was resistant to 19 of the 21 antibiotics
for which she was tested! Poor Maddie! It turned out that she was also allergic to the Prednisone and
developed calcinosis cutis, with red inflamed raised sores that would ooze blood. She was slowly weaned
off the Prednisone in early October and I’m delighted to say she is like a new dog! She is interested in all the wildlife in our yard,
especially the squirrels! She enthusiastically walks the perimeter of our ¾ acre yard, sniffing her territory. She loves to “talk” to
her toys and gives us kisses. She is in the last stage of her treatment for the immune disorder and is slowly weaning off her the
immunosuppressant medication. It’s been a long road with SO many vet appointments and keeping track of all of her meds, but
thankfully there is light at the end of the tunnel for sweet Maddie! (Story condensed from original by Maddie’s foster Mom, Nancy)

Taking in, caring for and adopting out these Goldens is all done by volunteers – we have no salaries or facilities. As
you can see below, donations are a major source of income for us and vet expenses are where most of the money
goes. That is why your help is so critical - your donations directly impact the number of dogs we can help.

2017 Income

8%
14%

Donations

5%
Vet Expenses - General & Meds
Vet Expenses - Behavioral
Fundraising Expenses
Dog Training & Other

11%

Adoptions/
Applications
Fundraising

78%

2017 Expenses

5% 4%

76%

So, we hope you will join us again this year in our mission to care for every Golden that comes to us needing care
and a new home. With your help, we won’t have to turn away Goldens in need. If you can make a gift today, we
would sincerely appreciate your support. Your gift buys so much more than veterinary care, food or training……….

it’s really a gift of a second chance, and for some... a gift of life!
On behalf of our Goldens, we sincerely thank you for your generous support!
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1. Mail your check, made payable to "GRRoM". Mail to: GRRoM Treasurer
39235 Drake Street, Clinton Twp., MI 48036
2. Donate by credit card through our website: Go to www.grrom.com and click on Donate
Any size donation is welcome and appreciated. The average healthy Golden coming into GRRoM requires about $400 for an
examination by one of our partner vets and needed vaccinations and medications. A special needs Golden may require
anywhere from $500 to thousands of dollars for diagnosis, surgery and follow-up care.

