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"May I tell you a wonderful truth about
your dog? ...You have been given
stewardship of what in your faith you
might call a holy soul."
Dean Koon tz – A Big Little Life:
A Memoir of a Joyful Dog

Dear Friend of GRRoM,
In his insightful book, A Big Little Life: A Memoir of a Joyful Dog, Dean Koontz shares many “truths” about our
goldens. This excerpt, in particular, may ring true: “No matter how close we are to another person, few human

relationships are as free from strife, disagreement and frustration as is the relationship you have with a good dog. Few
human beings give of themselves to another as a dog gives of itself. I also suspect that we cherish dogs because their
unblemished souls make us wish - consciously or unconsciously - that we were as innocent as they are, and make us yearn for
a place where innocence is universal and where the meanness, the betrayals, and the cruelties of this world are unknown.”
In the past 12 months, GRRoM took in 37 Goldens, found loving homes for 35 of them, and continues to support 8
goldens in retirement/hospice care. GRRoM remains committed to helping all the Goldens we possibly can... the
adoptable ones, the sick and old ones, the misbehaving ones and those needing extensive medical care. This year,
the high costs of treatment for cancer, heartworm and rehabilitation have not deterred us in our efforts. When we
read stories like the ones below, we are truly grateful for GRRoM and proud to support this organization. As these
stories illustrate, GRRoM believes we owe it to each Golden we bring into rescue to heal them, show them kindness
and affection, and find a devoted family who will love and treat them with the dignity they deserve for the rest of
their lives.

SCOTTY was surrendered to GRRoM in January, 2017 at the age of 10. His fur was so
long, it touched the ground and he had an obvious limp. Still, this did not stop him
from jumping out of the car, tennis ball in mouth, ready for love. During his initial vet
visit, it was learned that Scotty had considerable health issues, including heartworm,
stomach parasites, chronic ear infections and advanced hip dysplasia. It was
estimated that Scotty had lost about fifty percent of the muscle in his rear legs. Two
tumors were also discovered; one on his side and the other, roughly the size of
an apple, next to his rectum.
Scotty’s foster, Heidi fell in love the moment she met him. She gave him the first
grooming he had in several years, after which he looked and acted like a younger dog. Heidi’s priority was
to make sure Scotty was comfortable. He was put on medications to clear the parasites, cure his ear
infections and reduce the pain in his legs. Since his rescue, Scotty has had other significant health scares.
The first was pneumonia, which landed him in the hospital for four days. Scotty pushed through that and
came out of the vet’s office, tennis ball in mouth. Scotty ended up in the hospital again after
ingesting an object that was blocking his stomach. This visit involved surgery and intensive care,
but true to his amazing spirit, Scotty came through it like a trooper.
Scotty had both tumors removed and fortunately, both were benign. However, the vet cautioned
about the possibility of a recurrence of the rectal tumor due to the fact that he is an unneutered, elderly dog.
Scotty accepts love from everyone who will offer it. His love is unconditional. His remarkable journey had a grim
outlook, but he has beaten all odds and his spirit has never dulled. Scotty has a heart of gold! (Story condensed
Scotty stood up
in his foster Mom’s from original by Scotty’s foster Mom, Heidi)
wedding in August.

MOLLY was surrendered to GRRoM in mid-August after spending the first 11 years of her life with one
family. Upon her intake, it was discovered that she had several large tumors: one on her chest, one
intertwined between, and extending beyond, the toes of her right front paw, and a very large one on her
right side - with no mention of these by the owner. After a temporary stay
with Charlie Orr, Molly was placed with her foster dad, Richard who has been
a real champion for her treatment and recovery. Molly has undergone
significant surgeries to remove the three tumors. The one on her chest was a
benign, fatty mass. The tumor on her paw was also benign, but resulted in
the amputation of the middle weight bearing toe, necessary to ensure that
the entire tumor was removed. The large mass on her side, estimated to be ten inches long and four
inches deep, unfortunately ended up being a sarcoma. It being impossible to tell if microscopic cells of
this tumor have spread beyond the area that was excised, we are seeking further assistance from an
oncologist to pursue the best treatment going forward. Molly has been an inspiration to all who meet
her and learn of her life’s journey. Recently, Molly was the “Kissing Booth Sweetheart” at the Evening
of Pasta & Goldens Event, where she captured the hearts of all who attended. Molly’s remarkable
disposition, which remains strongly motivated, naturally friendly, and very easy to take care of, makes
her a jewel to live with. (Story condensed from original by Molly’s foster Dad, Richard)

SCOUT was surrendered to GRRoM in May, 2017 with scratches on her face from the 6 yr-old dog she
was living with. With the dogs unable to get along, the family made the decision to give her up.
“Scout is a very special girl who loves attention. Initially, we noticed an occasional slight limp. After
an examination and x-rays, the vet suggested rest and medication. Seeming to be a temporary
condition, we proceeded with her adoption. However, when her limp persisted, we followed up with
more extensive visits to orthopedic specialists, and a possible MRI in the near future. Scout is a
wonderful little girl, only 13 months old, who has had a difficult beginning and her puppy-hood
interrupted.” Because Scout’s condition was discovered prior to her adoption, GRRoM continues to
support her medical expenses. We are all hoping and praying for her full recovery.
(Story condensed from originals submitted by Scout’s foster and her adoptive family)

Taking in, caring for and adopting out these Goldens is all done by volunteers – we have no salaries or facilities. As
you can see below, donations are a major source of income for us and vet expenses are where most of the money
goes. That is why your help is so critical - your donations directly impact the number of dogs we can help.
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So, we hope you will join us again this year in our mission to care for every Golden that comes to us needing care
and a new home. With your help, we won’t have to turn away Goldens in need. If you can make a gift today, we
would sincerely appreciate your support. Your gift buys so much more than veterinary care, food or training……….

it’s really a gift of a second chance, and for some... a gift of life!
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Gail Rellox, Betty Curran , Al Lengeman , Pat Dolowy, Cheryl French & Lyn Baumann
The GRRoM Board Members & Fundraising Chair,
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1. Mail your check, made payable to "GRRoM" to: PO Box 214576, Auburn Hills MI 48321
2. Donate by credit card through our website: Go to www.grrom.com and click on DONATE.
Any size donation is welcome and appreciated. The average healthy Golden coming into GRRoM requires about $350
for an examination by one of our partner vets and needed vaccinations and medications. A special needs Golden requires
anywhere from $450 to thousands of dollars for diagnosis, surgery and follow-up care.

